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In the Summer of 1861, and shortly af-
ter the first battle of Bull Ron, Gen.
George B, McClellan was ealled to Wash-
ington to reorganize the Army of the Po-
tomane, and the following November, when
Gen, Scott retired from service on ac-
count of age, McClellan was made Gen-
eral-in-Chief of the Army of the United
States, As an organizer Gen. MceClellan
showed marked ability aud efficiency, and
wimntever else history may record of lim,
it must record this one faet in his favor,
that he organized one of the best armics
the world ever snw—an army that no dis-
aster could dighearten and no defeat dis-
conrage; but as a General in the field
where battles were to be lost and won he
was # great disappointment to the coun-
try and to the arwy.

GIBBON'S IRON BRIGADE,

In the new organization my regiment
was brigaded with the Gth and Tth Wis,
and the 19th lnd., and during the eam-

aigns of 1802 was known as Gibbon's

rigade of King's Division of MeDowell's
Corps, Gen. MceDowell retaining  com-
mand of the First Corps.  In the Fall
of 1862 the 24th Mich. was added to the
brigade, and from that time on it con-
gisted of these five regiments,

During the Fall and Winter of 1861-
62 our eamp was located pear Fort Til-
linghast, about a half-mile west of the
Arlington House, where Gen. MeDowell
had his headquarters, and many a night
1 did guard duty benecath the roof of the
old Lee Mansion. Down in the valley
toward the Potomace, 8 mile or more from
our cawp, was sgituated a level field or
plain, which we used fyr a drill gronnd
and for the purpose of regimental and
brigade drill we there assembled every
day, except Sundays, unless we were or-
dered to Ball's Crossroads for a division
drill, corps manuver, sham battle or
grand review.

Thus we drilled, paraded and reviewed
continnously, but we did not disturh the
peace and comfort of the enemy to any
great or alarming extent. Throughout
the fine weather of the IFall and Winter
of 15861, when the roads were in splendid
condition and everything apparvently fa-
vorable for field operations, Beauregard

was drilling his army and  performing
field evolutions on the plaing of Ma-
nassas, holding the old Ball Ruan line,

within two days’ march of us, with his
pickets extended 10 miles nearer our out-
posts, actually menacing, if not in fact
besieging, our National Capital, as it ap-

to a General, a leader of men and a sol-
dier, the result of the eampaign of 18G2
would hove been different., The army had
grown very tired of the monotony of “All
gquiet along the Potomnae,” and longed to
grapple with the enemy in the struggle
of battle for which it was organized, but
the leader that was to give us a fighting
chance was not with ug, Then, to cap
the elimnx of absordity as a military
movement. while embarking a part of his
army at Alexandria for his trip down the
Potomne, MeClollan ordered an advance
on Centerville and Mannsgas of another
part of the army, as if he expected there-

clenn and orderly, and for the few days
that I was flat on my back it seemed that
wy misfortune had really led me into
pleasant lines. Dr. St. John was the
Surgeon in charge of the hospital, under
the general supervision of Dr. Snmmers,
the Medical Director of all the hospitals
in the city of Alexandrin. Dr, 8t. Johu
soon had me on my feet again, and within
a week I was pronounced “convalescent”
and thereafter able to take my menls at
the convalescent table, as it was called;
but it was my opinion then, and since
that time I have hnd ne reason to
chamge it, that the table was not con-
vitleseent, bot sick, deathly sick, 1 ate
at that table for abont two weeks, and
the fare was the same yesterday, today
amd forever. No, I'm not fault-finding,
for it is too late for that, but as n mat-
ter of history 1 wish to record that bill-
of-fare, a ln Prince Street Hospital, just
as it was served to the sovereign citizens
of America who defended  the National
Flag in the year of onr Lord 1862,

In the first place the table was made
of common, surfaced boards, placed on
rongh supports and extending the whole
length of the room in the basement that
was set apart for a dining-room. Beside
the talble was neither chair. bench nor
stool, and when we ate at that table we

sat upon our feet. When breakfast was

[:Im:d in the eyes of the Nations, watch-
from afar.

ut McClellan delighted in reviews
more than in battles. With the Prinece
de Joinville and his nephews, the sons of
the Duc d’Aumale—the soldiers called
them “McClellan’s French ducks”—in his
wake, it was the ecrowning glory of his
ambition to ride for miles along the grand
array of his army prepared for review
in holiday attire. Not all the ducks and
other web-footed species on McClellan's
etaff, for he had a host of them, were
French.

During the early Fall of 1861 an event
occurred that interested me, personally,
reatly more than parade and review.
MThis event was nothing more nor less
than an order—and its resnalts—for the
waccination of the army. I had been vac-
cinated several years before the war
breke ont, and it broke out, that is, the
vaccination did, on my arm very nicely,
and, as the saying is, “worked well;” but
this order included all, so I was vaecinated
again with the others. Now, this partic-
ulur viaecine virne must have been ob-
tained from some mangy scerub that ran
wild in the fever-stricken swamps of the
Campagna di Roma, and it was true to
the parent stock. In my ease it did not
produce kine-pox, thongh it “worked” a
work of woe and wretchedness that sur-
passed any caze of genunine small-pox,
taken npaturally, on record.

In the very worst cuges of smallpox the
patient only dies after a few days of suf-
fering, or recovers with his beauty some-
what marred; but in this case there was
no suchk fortunate chance as death com-
ing to his relicf. and of what value is
beauty to him who suffereth eternal top-
ment? I do not know how extensive this
inoculation of the fiery mange
may have been, but I know that all my
tent-mntes got it, not only in the neck,
but in every other part of their physical
being, and in about 10 days from date of
vaccination we were suffering all the tor-
ments of the damoped, nnless the damned
are afflicted more terribly than mortals
ever dremned,

IFor the next three months life becime
2 burden to ue. Our regimental Surgeons
presciibed the regulation cure-all—quinine
snd whicky, or brown mixtore—while we
continued to enjoy the humor of dis-ease,
Later, when the Winter storms set in and
the stress of drill, review and sham bHat-
tle was less urgent, we secured passes
to the city by torns, and there purchased
sulpliur by the pound and Sand's sarsa-
parilla and other blood purifiers by the
lm‘l'i(-. and by a persistent course of he-
roie treatment, wherein we used freely a
mixture of gun-powder and salphur, we
finally, towand Spring, suceecded in erad-
feating the flower and fruit of our vac-
cination, but T wore on my arms and
person the honorable sears received In
that campaign for many years after. No,
thank you; no more wvaecination for me.
When I'in vaceinated for cow-pox again
Tl take the bull by the horas—inke the
smalinox  naturally — take  strychnine—-
take all three at a dose. Nevertheloss,
from that date I have been impervions
to smallpex, having been often exposed
to the dread scourge, which passed me by
gx the idle wind.

A WINTER OF IDLENESS,

Ot course, the Administrntion became
dissatisfied and the people of the North
extremely impaticnt with  MeClellan's
slow tactics. They believed that the
Army aof the Potomae was orgunized to
do n greater work than simply defending
Washington; but McClellun, having frit-
tered away the fine weather of thie Fall
and early Winter until the Winter storms
eet jn, had the best of an excose for not
mwoving then. The first gnow storm of the
Winter of uny importance struck us eurly
in Febroary while we were in  camp,
which was, to us, a reminder of Wigcon-
sin Winters, and we improved the op-
portunity of indulging iu an old-fashioned
Wisconsin snow-halling frolie.

We had several snow storms later in
the season, some of them occurting while
we were on picket, for we were sent out
beyond Falls Church every onece in n
while to do our share of picket duty; hut
during the whole Winter 1 never onece
caughit sight of a Confedernte goldier—
there was not much  firing on the
uter, except to fire-

rush when the weather was cold.

At last the impatience of the people
beenme so unendurable that  President
Lincoln issuned an order that the army
should move in March, which was cer-
tainly o mouth earlier than was safe for
any army to commence offensive opera-
tions in Virginia. Then MoClelian made
the great mistake of his military career,
With the enemy olmost in sight, so pear
that he might engage him in battle by a
vigorous push within three days, with his
whole army undivided, forming a solid
wall between Heauregard and Washing-
ton, with his base of gupplies slways in
reach and no long line of communication
to keep open, he threw thess advantnges
to the wind and adopted the plan of aveid-
fng a battle as long as possible by nov-
fng hizs army by water to the Peninsala,
thus changing positions with Reauregard
and giving the Confederstes the advan-
fages over him thet he refused to use
mgainst them.

If in the month of Mareh, 1882, Me-

IN THE WAKE OF GIBBON'S HRIGADE,

by to deceive Benuregnrd, when s =

| matter of fact he knew that Beauregard
| had abandoned the Bull Run line and re-

moved his army by rail to Richmond to
meet him on the Peninsula before he or-
dered that advance on Centerville,

THE MARCII TO CENTERVILLE.

I enjoyml the homor of serving in this
latter campnign, and boldly we marched
to Centerville, and just as fearlessly we
marched haek again, but 1 have yet to
learn that we accomplished anything
more than 0 wear out a goodly supply of
shoe leather, This march took place about
the middle of March. It was not a real
pleasant march, but very glorions, and the
vietory won was bloodless. We were at
least afforded a chance to test our new

shelter-tents—*"dog tents” the soldiers
called  them—which were introduced in
the army just before the campnign
opened.

These tents were said to have been
adopted from the French, and were all
right for French soldiers and for Ameri-
cans who were from four to five feet long
only, hut for soldiers six feet tall and
upward many kinks, loops and doubles
were required to sleep with the whole
body under cover at once. If, per
chance, the long soldier, in his dreams,
found himgdlf enjoying his bed of other
days, and straightened his aching limbs
out, he would go at least two feet into
the cold. night air; or if, with his feet
braced against the firmly-driven foot post,
he essayed to relieve his weariness of
body by uncoiling, he would awake with
a start 1o find himself star-gazing, with
hend and shoulders half buried in Vir-
ginia mud, 1 often wondered why onr
War Department hadn’t enough common
sense to make a shelter tent that would
shelter both ends of & common soldier at
onee,

We remnined at Centerville for a few
days only, during which time we had our
last snow storm of that season. On our
return trip, especially the day we reached
Alexandrin, it rained continuously all day
long, the water coming down in torrents,
This March rain was delightfully eool,
but about the wettest rain I ever saw.
When we reached the vicinity of Alexan-
drin there was not a dry thread among
us, and enr hsrdtack was a mass of
water-sonked mush,

We enmped in a fine grove of timber,
and immediately on breaking ranks each
soldier made a dash for anything in gight
that could in any munner mitigate his
nncomfortable  situation. There was a
hoard fence estending along the edge of
the grove abont 100 yards away, and I
ran for the fenee, which 1 reached among
the first. I jerked off one board, and lo!
on either hand the fence had disappeared.
No man got more thun one board, I gave
wy bourd to n tent-mate who was just
one jump bhehind me, and dashed for a
whentstack that then seemed the ecnter
of attraction, of which I secored an arm-
ful. The rain was still falling in tor-
rents, the ground was everywhere flooded,
and night wag gathering over ns. Al
throngh the grove axes were getting in
their work, trees were falling in every
direction and eamp-fires were blazing up-
ward in varionz plares. But my tent-
mate and myself pitched our tent hastily,
lwoke our board in piecez and used them
for a floor, on which we spread our whent
straw, and, supperless, retired for the
night. Drawing onr cool, moist hlankets
phiont and over ug, we wWere soon warm
and steaming and slept comfortably till
marning.

This proved to e my first, 1ast and only
field campnign under the leadership and
direction of Gen. George B. MceClellan,
President Lineoln wonld not consent to
have Washington left defenseless, nnd so
detached the TFirst Corps from MeClel-
lnu's army to defend the National Cap-
ital, while with the remnining foree he
shonld capture the Capital of the Con-
federacy, Had MeClellan made the Caon-
federate army, and not the Confederate
Capital, Lis abjective point, he eonld have
kept his army in fts full strength and
completences, and defended Washington
while e fought the army that opposed
him, with every chance of snccess in his
favar, The First Corps remained in eam
near Alexandria for 8 week or two, an
then marehed overland to Frederickshurg,
on the Rappabaunock. The First Corps
was afterwards rennited with the Army
of the Potomae and made the Antietam
campaign under MeClellan's command,
but the writer of these sketches was not
with it

PRINCE STREET HOSPITAL.

Threa days before the First ,Corps
marched for Mrederickshorg, in Aﬁ:;il.
1862, I was sent to the regimental hos-
pital with fever aund ague. When the
m?s marched I was not able for dnty,
and was therefore sent to the Prince
Street General Hospital at Alexandrin.
This was my first experience with and in
n general hogpital, bul, sad to say, and
{usl a8 sud to endure, it waos not my last.

only remuined in that hospital about
three wecks, and wns not delighted with
it sufficiectly to desire to serve out my
term of enlistment there.

lau could have turned his aimy over

Everything about the hospital was neat,

announced the convalescents sssembled
in the hall, and as they filed through the
dining-room door enofl soldier received
from the hand of a kind waiter, who stood
on the outside of the door over a basket
of bread eut in slices, from two to three
inches in thickness, from a common 5-
cent baker's loaf, one slice of bread. (the
bread was good). Then the soldier ad-
vanced to the table, which stgod groaning
under the weight of a tin-cup of coffee
and a teaspoonful of salt beside each tin-
cup, tastefully arranged all around the
board, up and down on either side, ahout
three feet apart, and there he could stand
while he ate his bread and drank his
coffee—using the salt for butter on his
bread or sugar in” his coffee, as he pre-
ferred; there was no compunction with
rvegard to the use of the salt, This was
our fare for breakfast, and the dinner was
like unto it, 8o far as the bread and the
table accommodations were concerned,
but in place of the cup of colfee we were
supplied, usually, with a tineupful of nice
pressed vegetahle soup and a tin spoon,
with the usual supply of galt on the
board.

Sometimes, instead of the rich, pressed
vegetable soup, we were suppled with n
tin plate, containing a boiled potato and
a bite of ment, with knife and fork to
dispose of the same, and a cup of good,
cold water, but in no case were we sup-
plied with goup and the potato and meat
at the same menl.

For supper we had the same lavish sup-
ply of bread and a cup of tea, served
in the sgame artistie style, and the pinch
of galt also, that was never withheld,
Buch was our fare day in and day ont,
week in and week out, so long as I ate
ut that magnificent table,

0, it was fine; fit for a king—an Amer-
fean sovereign; but, strange to say, I did
not appreciate It at the time, neither did
I grow strong and robust as one would
suppese a4 man _must on such carefully-
arrnnged diet. T ate dt that table in the
convalescent department of Prince Street
Hospital, Alexandrin, Va., about two
weeks—it may hnve been a trifie longer—
time flies so rapidly where one has every-
thing to Lis taste. Then the Mediceal
Director eame around nnd rnbbed it into
Dir. 8t. John for not gotting his patients
in fighting trim more rapidly. ile told
the Hospital Surgeon in plain words that
it was all nonsgenxe keeping a lot of able-
bhodied men feeding on the fat of the land
in a hospital, month after month, when
their services were needed in the field.

After the Medicenl Direetor had retired
Dr. 8t. John ealled the convalescents of
Prince Street Hospital together and, dis-
playing n slice of bread such as we each
received from the hand of the kind waiter
at each meal, thus addressed us: “T want
te know if there i3 any soldiér here who
is not sntisfied with the rations he gets
at this hospital. If any man here wants
more at a meal than this (fourishing the
slice of bread). I want to send him to his
regiment.,” Some of the convalescents
who could apprecinte good living and a
soft snap expressed themselves as per-
feetly  satisfied  with our fare, but it
seemed a pity that the Daoctor should not
he able to find an exense for sending at
least one man to the front; so 1 said:
“Doctor, I am not sure but that slice of
bread you hold in your hand is bread
enough for a menl—in fact, as our menls
nre served here, I think it is; but man
may not live on bread alone, at lesst I
ilo not eare to, and the soldier who lg sat-
isfied with the fare we get at this hos.
pital is certainly not a hard kicker, and
for one I'm ready to be returned to my
vegiment, where T can get n decent meal.”
My request was granted without argo-
ment that very day,

In rejoining my regiment, which was at
Fredericksburg, T made my first trip down
the Patomne River as far as Belle Plain
Landing, which was Gen, MeDowell's
base of supplies, where I landed about
sunset,  That night I slept in gome out-
of-the-way corner, and the next day foot-
ed it across North Neck to the Rappa-
hannock River. where I found my regi-
ment in the full enjoyment of camp life,
without an enemy in sight.

HEADQUARTERS IN THE BADDLE,

During the Bunimer of 1862 the First
Corps soldiered in the Valley of the Rap-
pahanpock mostly, but we were not hap-
py, believing that McClellan was reaping
all the glory on the Chickahominy and
would eapture Richmond and end the war
without any assistance from us; In faet,
many . of us hoped he wonld,. We
marched back and forth from Fredericks-
burg to Warrenton sgeveral times, and
once we marched sonthward toward Rich-
mond a day's journey. This latter move-
ment was made just as the series of bat-
tles in front of Richmond, known.as the
Seven Days' Battle, began, which ended
in ‘MeClellan's retreat or flank movement,
a8 it is sometimes ealled, to the James
River” The First Corps was vory anx-
ious to join MecClellan, and when this
movement began we felt gure that the
fighting line before Richmond was our
destination, and were sorely disappointed
when we doubled on our track nso came

buck to sburg. However, many

LB ¥ -y
of u« lived to see all of l_L- fighting line
we desired,

Gen, Gibbon was M démmand of our
brigade. Gibbon wasla “Regul ¢ Arm
oficer—Captain of Bt B, 4th U. 8,
Art.—when the civil %ar‘began. Having
nothing else to do iithélenrlys Summer
of '62, he thought it'7n bpportune time
to make “IRegulars’™ of Nis hrigade. So
he issued an order dirdéting that each and
every soldier shonld b sdpplied with nn
extra uniform, to he Wory on parade, and
also that each soldier’ should have two
pairs of cnnvas leggits, In mnking his
requisition for these P for his regi-
ment, Col. Sol Meredithh, of the 19th Ind.,
made ulso a requisition’for four extra mule
tenms to transport theé extra luggage, us
a gentle reminder to Gibbon that infan-
try marched on foot s¥id darried their be-
longings; but Meredith ¢fd not get his
mule teams, though we all got our leg-
gin & and extra uniforms.

For the next few days Gibbon's Bri-
gade was the flower dof the First Corps
when we appeared on parade, all dressed
in bran-new uniforms and neat and clean
canvas leggins, and  Gen, Gibbon was
greatly pleased with the success of his
undertaking. Then came marching orders,
and the corps moved up the Valley. Of
course, no volunteer soldier would panck an
extra pound in June wenther, much less an
extra uniform and a lot of useless
eanvas legging, so  each soldier donned
his best and abandoned all superfiuous
luggage, The next time we appeared on
parade, Gibbon's Brigade was only a trifle
better dressed than the balance of the
corps, and there was not a leggin in sight.
Gen, Gibhon made no further attempt to
enforce Regular Army methods, and ac-
knowledged that his brigade made a vol-
unnteer of him. However, Gibbhon was a
splendid  brigade  commander, quick to
learn the needs of the men under his
command, and eareful to accord to them
the rights of soldiers.

With regard to the part taken by the
First Corps in the emupnign of the early
Summer of 1862 history is wrong—or at
least some histories are. I quote from Scemd-
der's School History of the United States,
page 395:  “While Johustou was hold-
ing McQOlellan in check a brilliant Con-
federate communder, Gen. T. J. Jack-
son, wis making a series of rapid move-
ments against divisions of the Tnion
army which were in the Valley of the
Shenandoah. * * * In quick sucees-
sion Jackson met and repulsed Gens, Fre-
mont, Banks and McDowell, and then
joined Lee”

MeDowell’'s Corpg was not in the Val-
ley of the Shenandoah, and Joackson did
not meet it or any part of it until after
McClellan had been driven from in front
of Richmond to the James River.

Early in July, and after MeClellan had
been defeated in his purpose to capture
Richmond, Gen. Pope was assigned to all
the forces along the Rappahannock and
Rapidan Rivers in the Immediate front
of Washington, emnsisting of the irst
Corps, under MeDowell, and other Union
forces commanded by Ranks and Fre-
mont, which army thus improvised was
enlled the Army of Northerm Virginin,
Gen. Pope immedintely issued his famons
order, known in history as the “Hemd-
quarters in the Saddle Order,” which was
renil to ench regiment at dress parnde
and thereafter freely commented upon and
discussed by the soldiers.

Gen, Pope wag a fighter, and began at
once to put his army in ghape to meet the
certain advance of Leg sgpinst Washing-
ton, and the cumpaign which followed
wis a hot number. yohaving  driven
MeClellan from in front of Richmond and
cooped his army up ap T|I!r}u-_r Bend, on
the James River, !nmi'lno time in turning
his attention to Pope’s army as the only
remaining obstacle blgeking his wny to
the Nationnl Capital apd; complete vie-
tory. Here we had a’ practieal illustra-
tion of McClellan’s lack of generalship in
uncovering Washington in the outset of
his eampaign, which Jpd the segregn-
tion of the army, and.alsg of the wisdom
of President Lincoln's gnlgr retaining the
First Corps for the defenye of the Capi-

tal.

The hest that Pope could be expected
to do was to hold Lee in check until AMe-
Clellan conld return fogm the field of his
fnilure and reunite the gruy; but Me-
Clellan was in no huery: bhe “took mno
note of time,"” not even from its loss and
the losg of a campaign. The only rea-
son that the writer of these sketches did
not remain with Pope during that eam-
pnign in the saddle was that Providence
wonld not permit it. Probably the world
lost much from the fact that I was not
there to ehronicle the events as they oc-
curred, but have always found some
personal «ennsolation  in  believing  that
whnt was the world's loss was my gain.

A ghort time before hendquarters were
fully established in the saddle, I was sent
to the regimentnl hospital with malarial
fever. Then when the tramp of war
sounded and my comrades marched away
to glory and many of them to death, I
was sent, with others in a like condition,
to try again the peaceful rest of an Alex-
andrin hospital. If I had been consnlted
in the matter I wonld have proferred tak-
ing my chances with my regiment; but,
gick or well, a soldier must obey orders,
and the orders were to send the sick to
Alexandria,

Thix providential interference hronght
me agnin in contact with the genernl hos-
pital system of the [United States of
America as it was practiced in those days,

From Frederickshorg we erssed the
peninsula to Belle Plain Landing on the
Potomae, from which point we took n
hont np the river. On our arrival at
Alexandrin, and while attendants were
earryving the helplesss on stretehers from
the hont to the ambulanees (I was able
to walk withont assistance), [ wns ne-
costed by a young officer who wore a
Lieutenant's shonlder gtraps and the uni-
form of an Assistant Surgeon, who in-
fquired as to the number of sick on board,
where we were from, ete., and presuming
that his young heart was full of the milk
of human kindoess, I gave hiim such in-
formation as I was able, answering all
his questions courteously and not once al-
Iuding to myself to attenet his sympa-
thetic ear. Then the young dude sur-
prised me exceedingly by venturing
this outspoken and very plain state-
ment  directed to  me  personally:
“Well, sir, 1T don’t think you are
very sick, and men who arve able for sery-
ice should be in the field and not in the
hospital.” 1 never asked the dear little
doctor if he intended that as medieal ad-
viee for which he expected a fee, for I
felt perfectly willing to pay him what-
ever his intentions were, and I said: “My
dear pink-nnd-white friend, what's it to
you? 1If I choose to play off and come
ta Alexundrin on a lark, is it any of your
business?"" And then, in connection with
full payment for his kindly suggestion,
I mnde some remarks and used some ex-
pressive English terms, not necessary to
repeat, but which the Dector could not
fail to understand peifectly. The trans-
action of payment was all by word of
mouth, and I did not occupy more than
a minute of time, but I felt assured that
the young Doctor was perfectly satis-
fied that his disinterested interest in the
state of my health wag amply and gener-
ously rewarded. Being satisfied of that
fact, T wnlked the gnpg plank and took
my seat in an ambulypee;

(To be continued.)

OHIOANS AT ANTIETAM.
—i|

Monument to McKinley'and Markers to Be

Erected on Battlefield.

. J

A commission of Ofjo veterans hns se-
lectod sites for the ereotion of monuments
and markers on the Anti¢tam battlefield
to the memory of Ohioans who lost their
lives in that battle,. The ecommission,
composed of Capt. W. W. Miller, of Co-
lumbus; Maj. J. T. Moore, of Barnesville,
and Mnj. D). Cunningham, of Cadiz, has
just completed its work.,

The sites selected are located as fol-
lows: Four on Branch avenue, ons on
Bloody Lane, three on the farm of R. D.
Fisher, near the Dunkard Church, two
on the farm of Jacoh Stone, and one each
on the farms of Joshua Wyand and John
Benner, A plot of ground on the Benner
farm has been selected as a site for a
monument to President McKinley, who,
as Sergeant of the 230 Ohio, voluntarily
served coffee and provisgions to the men of
;ljee‘i;e!ﬂ?:‘nthwhile nndef. Pg.‘z‘gt&em()?io

ns n . or
Lag Ppropr

of the monuments and mark-
| ers

ELLEJOY KNOBS.

Recollections of War Days in a
Loyal Section of Tennessee.

———

BY MAJ. WILL A. MCTEER.

There is a section of territory at the
eastern  extremity of Blount  County,
Tenn., known as the Ellejoy Knobs. It
iz= between the Chilhowee Mountain and
Ellejoy Creek, being n strip about three
miles wide and eight miles in length. In
this gection are the foot hille of the Chil-
howee; rough, precipitous and heavily
timbered, At the time of the outhreaking
of the war these knobs were more thick-
Iy settled than most of the monntainons
regions in that loeality. The lnnds were
steep, and on that acconnt hard to enlti-
vate, hut the soil was quite fertile and
productive. The people lived In open log
cabing, and from their birth were accus-
tomed to harvdships and exposure, and
loved the freedom of their wild surround-
ings.

At the opening of the war there was
a man named Davis, near 70 years of nge,
who espoused the enuse of the South. His
age and feebleness prevented nggressive
action on his part, and on that nceount he
wag not molested by those who opposed
him. William Elledge, who was in the
very zenith of his manhood, cast his lot
with the Confederncy, and at an early
day enlisted. A young man, MeClanahan,
who really did not bhelong to that section,
but had eome in just at the outhreaking
of hostilitics, also enlisted. Afterward
another young man, John Farmer, espous-
ed the Southern cause. This completes
the list of adherents to the Confederncy.
All others were zolid for the Union: and
nearly all, from the beardless youth to the
gray-haired grandfather, made their way
to the FFedernl lines and heeame soldiers
under the Stars and Stripes, Part of
these made their way to the Cumberland
Mountains just in time to follow in the
distance the retreating ecolumns of Gen.
George W, Morgan  from  Cuomberlaml
Gap to the Ohio River, and did not reach
the army until it was fonnd in Ohio.
They followed thus in the track of a re-
treating army of starving soldiers, throngh
the mountaing, beset an all sides by the
enemy, for a distance of nearly 400 miles,
suffering such privations asg it is =eldom
the lot of man to suffer, from hongor,
fatigue and constant dread of attacks
by what they regarded as a relentless
and merciless foe,

Having enlisted, Elledge and MeClan-
ahan, elad in their Confederate uniforms,
went back nmong their old neighbors. The
probabilities are that they were taunted
and tensed considerably by the Unionists,
who were sorely vexed at the presence of
the wniform which they considered as
meaning oppression to them and the de-
struction of the Government they loved
so much., Elledge told muny stories about
the stupidity of the Yankees, and one
Southerner whipping five of them, and
how the Confederate soldiers would run
along the lines ‘of the Yankees and ent
them off at the knees with sabers, and the
like. It was foolish, idle talk, but in-
tended to cow and depress the loyal spir-
it, that was not to be intimidated. Me-
Clannhan did the same thing, and it was
said, in addition that he was insulting to
the loyal women.

One bright day in the very heginning of
the war, Elledge, clad in his gray uni-
form, was walking near his home. A
shot was fired from a smnll rifle, and the
ball took effect in his side. Fortunately
for him, the ball struck a rib, and not
having force sullicient to break or pene-
trate the rib, it followed the bone partly
around the by, He was earried home,
and suffered severely from the wound,
Ou the same dny, at abont the same time,
some two miles nway, another shot was
fired which took effect in MeClunahan's
wrist. The ball struck among the Lones
on the outside and ranged downward and
inward, lodging under the tendons in the
palin of the hand.

The physicinn fonnd it wedged in he-
tween the bones and under the tendons
of the hand, so that he could not cut
down directly to it without great danger
of severing the tendons and thus making
a bad hand, and, being withont foreeps,
made an incision as far as he felt it
safe in going, amd left it for suppuration
to aid in opening the way ont,

A few days after this, when the open-
ing was almost sullicient for the exit of
the ball, the wonnded man was sitting in
the door of o cubin with a knitting needle
picking at the looxening ball. A shot was
fired from the hillside some distance off,
and the ball struck him in the right shoul-
der, passing ciear throngh and out at his
left shoulder, A gunsmith in the neigh-
borhood had made a gun with a large
bore, driving o forced and pointed ball.
This shot was from that gun.

MeClannhan leaped high in the air, his
bhody twisting ns he leaped, and he fell,
his head against a barrel near the door of
the eabin, He was dead.

John H. Morgan was then a Colanel
commanding a regiment. He was sent

from IKooxville with his  command
to quell the rebellion in  the El-
lejoy Knobs., He went directly to the

house of Elledge to remove him.  While
a few were in the house preparing for
the removal of the wounded man to the
ambulance or wagon, nnd the command
was standing about the premises on
guard sl . watching for the “enemy,”
three shots were fired from a hizh point
above them. One of the bullets took ef-
fect in the hand of one of Morgan's men.
Throwing out a skirmish line the soldiers
dashed with all speed possible up the side
of the ridge in search of the attacking
parties. They declared, however, that the
vork was deawn from the mouth of the
cloud, and it settled in utter darkness over
the knob that concealed the Lincolnites,
for they semrched everywhere and could
not find them.

The'boys who did the shooting dropped
behind. the body of a large fallen tree
which was lying alongside of the ridge,
and the leaves had drifted against it on
the upper side. Here they stretched out
their bodies, twisting themselves under
the leaves close up under and against the
trunk of the tree. The clond that sud-
denly lowered over the high point confused
the eavalrymen, and did much to econceal
the object of their search. A squad of
Morgan's men leaped their horses over the
fallen tree and the boys lying there in the
leaves, but did not find them. A few
months after this the three boys that did
the shooting enlisted in the 8d Tenn. Cav.
(Federal), and served as good and faith-
ful soldiers until their death. They were
all three lost on the ill-fated Sultana, Apri}
21, 1865.

The other young man that went with
the Confederacy, John Farmer, enlisted.
His people were intensely Union. He had
three brothers in the Union army, ns good
toldiers ng ever drew saber. Two of them
were lost on the Sultana.

John Farmer wus a bold, fearless fel-
low, and reckless. When a large number
of his neighbors had gone into the Federal
lines, he was kept in the community, evi-
dently for the purpose of intimidating the
loyalists, and to aid in securing conseripts
for the Confederacy. Armed and equipped,
he went about conspicuously, assuming
the daredevil air until he was dreaded by
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the helpless people who chanced to meet
him. There was some kind of a public
guthering at the voting place of the dis-
trict, and Farmer was there, One of his
old neighbors, Frank Commings, an ont-
spoken Union man, eame to the gathoring.
There was not a more peaccable man in
the district than Cummings, He was In
middle life and raising a large famils.
He was earrying a walking-stick, but a<ide
from this was without nnything like a
wenpon. Remaining a short time at the
voting place, he went on alone. Farmer
mounted his horse and followed Cum-
mings, overtaking him in a field some 40
yards from the place of the public gather-
ing. There the two men met alone, and
the peaceable, gquiet man, being aroused,
became a lion. Approaching, Farmer fired
on Cuommings, inflicting a painful fle<h
wound in the showhler. Following the
shot, Farmer drew his revolver, and with
it bearing on Commings, dashed upon
him. Cuammings coolly awaited his near
approach, then with his walking-cane gave
a hlow on Farmer’s head that bronght him
from his horse and to the ground.

Quickened to desperation by the on-
slanght and the pains of his wound, Cum-
mings instantly seized the gun with which
Farmer had shot him, and gave such a
terrible blow that it opened the skall of
his assailant. Cuommings then broke the
gun-gtock and stuck the mnzzle into the
groum] at the place where Farmer's head
had fallen, and went on to a physician,
where he had his wonnd dressed, and then
made his way through to the Federal
lines. He enlisted in the Gth Tenn., and
served until the close of the war, then
returned to his home, bot soon died from
the exposures and hardships experienced
during the time from the killing of Far-
mer until he renched the Union army.

These were only the thrée Confeder-
ate soldiers from. the Ellejoy Knobs.
Twe of them were killed and the other
wounded almost at their own doors. The
wounded man was taken away by John
H. Morgan, and was never known to be
in that loeality again,

The loss of life among the Union hoys
was nlso heavy. Many of them went into
the Union army, but few returned.

‘White Oak Road.

Epiror NamioxanL Trirvne: In the
Spring of 1865 I became the possessor of
a Sharp’s earbine picked up on the field
of Hatcher's Run. As I was only a mu-
sicinn, there was some question as to what
I wns going to do with it; but I retained
the gun. - .

My regiment, the 146th N, Y., was in
the Third Brigade, Second Divion, Fifth
Corps. During the early days of (Gen.
Grant's finnl efforts to ontflank the Con-
federate position at Petershurg, a line
formed in the woods about 12 miles south-
west of the city, and, facing north, ap-
proanched within a few hundred yards of
the White Onk Road. Sheridan with his
cavalry had gone a few miles farther west
agd had encountered the enemy at Five
Forks,

We occupied the position assigned to us
by noon of March 30. Just in front of
my brignde was a rectnngular clearing
about 150 yards wide, extending about n
half-mile toward the north. The White
Oak Road passed from east to west
through this clearing near its farther end.

We hund been in position only a short
time when a rebel eclumn came down the
road from the right, stopped directly in
front of us, and begnn preparations for
dinner.  Apparently they had not abseryed
our line, as we were somewhnt sheltered
by the woods, At length an officer left
the rehel column and approached our po-
sition. A Captain went to meet him.
They talked a few minutes, then the rebel
officer came in as a prisoner of war. The
Confederates observing the capture of
their oflicer put out a picket line, After
dinner they passed on toward Five Forks.
We estimated their number at from 3,000
to 4,000 men. TUp to this time there had
been no firing; in fact, all was quiet that
afternoon and night.

About noon the next day a heavy than-
der shower came up. It lasted nbout two
honrs. The ground in front had been n
cornfield the previous year, and after the
rain was deep, soft mud, The rain stopped
and we prepared to charge through the
feld. 1 removed the breech lock from my
gun and found the powder wet, 1 put in
a fresh Toad, Our men did not seem to
renlize that their gong wonld not fire, We
were ordered forwarnd, the Colonel permit-
ting me to take a place in the line of file
closers, Notwithstanding the mud, we
moved forward at double-quick. When
within easy range of the Confederate
breastworks we  were ordered to fire.
There were only about a dozen shots, The
powder in nearly all the gous had been
wet by the heavy rain. The men began
to seatter. 1 started for the woods on the
right. There ony Colonel (afterwards Gon-
ernl) James Grindlay, made a heroie effort
to rally his men, Perhaps 30 or 40 men
were with him. By this time the whole
Confederate line was coming over their
breastworks,  There was nothing for the
Colonel to do but to retive with his men.

I waited until the enemy wag within easy
range, then fired. Their advance heing
at an ordinary pace gave me time to rmn
back to another tree, load and fire again,
This I qid several times. When I reached
our picket line I found about a dozen men.
.'\'lil.t]e to our right was n group of men
with bucktails in their hats. To our left
the rchel line encountersd two bodics of
Union troops, each firing a volley and re-
tiring.

We continued our retrent, and about a
mile farther came to a low valley throuzh
which ran a swall stream. On the oppo-
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site side was high ground. Here we found
the entire corps deawn up in good order,
with artillery in pesition. The rebels ad-
vanced to the border of the low lamnd aboot
100 yards from the stream and halted.
After our troops had entered the line the
artillery began to fire, and this, 1 suppose,
had a great deal to do with repressing
their desire to pursue us farther, and they
retired. It is my opinion that most of
these Confederates went to Five Forks
that afternoon.

That night the ground froze up, and
about 4 o'clock we lay down to sleep.—F.
S, Wurre, 19 La Grange St., Cleveland,

PICKET SHOTS

From Alert Comrades Along the Whole
Line.

C. A. Hendrickson, who served with
the gallaut old 28th Wis., is now living
in Kansas, His address is Box 11, Cal-
vert, Kan.

Benedict Emch, Perryshurg, 0., reports
the following brothers in Co, 1, 68th Ohio:
John, Charles, Albert and 1. N. lIngh;
William. Thomax and Lloyd Putterson:
Joseph, Henry and James Harpel; Enoch
and Nelson Campbell: Barney and Seylas
Mder; Thomas and C. A. Kellogg; Will-
inm and M. B. Look; Willinm and James
Gardner; John and Benediet Emch.

Samuel Tull, who served in Co. D, 5th
Va., from beginning to end of the war,
ig now living at Athalia, Ohio. Comrade
Tull had many interesting experiences dur-
ing his service,

Laurn 8. Baird, of Denver, Colo., ad-
voentes a service pension bill at $25 per
month, regardless of length of service,

A. J. Morehonsze, Nebo, Mo., wishes
some comrade to send him the old hallad,
“Come All You Jolly Union Boys,™ ete.

W. H. Donghty, Orr's Island, Me.,
writes that on April 9, 1865, after the
surrendered  Confederates had stacked
nrms, a young soldier of the “lost cause™
applied to him for the exchange of money.
Comrade Donghty gave him the last
greenback that he possessed. He has
never heard from the Confederate since,
and wonld like to know how he prospered
nfter the war.

Comrade W. H. Sease, 117th 11, Lan-
ton, Mo., elnims that the 10th Kan. was
brigaded with his reciment, but such
claim has been dispnied. He wonld like
some comrade of either the 10th Kan. or
117th Ill. to write to him, that the con-
troversy may be settled,

A. L. Sherman, Co, F, 65th N. Y., Cat-
tarangus, N. Y., snggests that survivors
of the regiment hold a1 Reunion at Wash-
ington, during the National Encampment,
say, at the Sixth Cofps headquarters. He
would like to hear from other members of
the regiment, particularly some comrade
in Washington who could attend to the
arrangements.
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